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‘Tidings from Afar’’ 


A later number of the Recorp will contain an extended account of the Society's achievements for 
the year 1935. Pending its appearance, we are happy to share with our readers the accompanying 
heartening items from the reports for 1935 of several of the Secretaries of the Foreign Agencies. 


A Record Broken 


Reo the first time in the history of the 
Brazil Agency the circulation of complete 
Bibles has passed the twelve-thousand mark, 
and only in three other years has there been a 
distribution which has reached eleven thou- 
sands. We trust this upward trend may con- 
tinue. It is interesting to note that we have 
filled requests for Scriptures in twenty-three 
different languages. 


“In journeyings often . . . in hunger and thirst” 


Peru: Palermo Rivera and Guillermo Man- 
sisidor set out 
from the capi- 
tal, where they 
were converted, 
to. visit their 
native places on 
the eastern cor- 
dillera in north- 
ern Peru, and 
fomsellative 
Scriptures on 
the way. They 
were three and 
a half months 
on the road, 
and reported 
on over sixty 
places visited, 
pint tr vecns ot 
which had 
never had the 
Scriptures, and 
several others 
only once five 
years ago. They 
sold out all 
their books before they reached their destina- 
tion. Sometimes they were well received, some- 
times ill. On several occasions they went all 
day without food, and slept the night in the 
plaza. On one stage they traveled for two days 
without seeing a human habitation. 


A Pepper-seller and an Aged Turk 


Turkey: As Colporteur Nazaret goes among 
the common people of the highways and by- 


“TODAY SOMEBODY FROM YOUR SOCIETY CALLED” 


ways of Istanbul, he meets with many interest- 
ing characters. Among his friends he numbers 
Solomon, the Jewish pepper-seller. Solomon 
is also a street-hawker, but in the evenings he 
is finding time and interest to read the Judzo- 
Spanish New Testament which Nazaret sold 
him. He has even promised the latter that 
during the days of Passover, when he rests 
from his pepper-selling, he will try his own 
hand at distributing the Scriptures. 

Another of Nazaret’s customers this year 
was an aged Turk from Eyub Sultan, one of 
the most conservative and pious Moslem sec- 


tions of the 
city. This cus- 
tomer insisted 


that he would 
buy the Bible 
only if the col- 
porteur would 
bring him at 
the same time 
a copy of the 
Koran, as he 
wished to com- 
pare the two. 
This _ request 
was easily ar- 
ranged. Naza- 
ret again testi- 
fies to his ex- 
perience that, 
on the whole, 
Moslems are 
better purchas- 
ers and show 
more respect 
for the Bible 
than do nomi- 
nal Christians. It is a matter which causes him 
joy on the one hand and sorrow on the other. 


Pentecostal Days 


Siam: The outstanding growth in spiritual 
interest this year has been in eastern Siam. 
From the mere reading of the Word, with no 
teacher other than the Holy Spirit, hundreds 
of people in this great section of the country 
have accepted the gospel as the true way of 
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salvation. Whole villages have come to believe 
in Christ as the true Saviour of the world, and, 
with the guidance the very few Christian work- 
ers could give them, a number of chapels are 
being built by these believers. Because of this 
wonderful revival movement a Bible school for 
the training of colporteur-evangelists is being 
opened in Korat. The plan is to have each vil- 
lage, where there is a sufficient number of be- 
lievers, select a man, or preferably a man and 
wife, send them to this Bible training school 
for a year, then have them return home and do 
colporteur-evangelistic work for a year. This 
procedure to continue until each man has had 
at least three years of Bible training. Pray 
for the success of this undertaking. 


Kindliness and the Printed Page 


Japan: “I am a poor farmer at the age of 
seventy-five. I lost my wife four years ago. 
Worn out by labor, I now suffer from chronic 
illness. Other members of my family also are 
helpless. Failure of the crop last year makes 
living most difficult. Everything seeming dis- 
astrous has brought me into a state of extreme 
mental anguish. 

“While I must admit that, deep down in my 
soul, there has been a quest for something I 
do not know what, I am ashamed to confess I 
never was specially interested in religious faith. 
However, today somebody from your Society 
called at the house and came into where I was 
lying. He spoke so kindly, and upon depart- 
ing left a printed leaflet with me. With no ex- 
pectation of getting anything I read it, and 
immediately I was overcome by the feeling that 
this must be a reliable way to believe. There- 
fore I am enclosing twenty sen for a copy of 
the New Testament. Oh, that my despondent 
condition may be relieved! Please remember 
me in your thinking.” 


“In perils by mine own countrymen” 


Mexico: “From the town of Zavala I was 
expelled twice; in Tabi they made two at- 
tempts to kill me; once I was lost in the forest 
of Kulcaba; three times I have fallen from a 
horse without being hurt; once I had to escape 
on horseback pursued for six miles by perse- 
cutors; many times I suffered hunger, but 
have also had times of plenty; in all I have 
realized the presence of God and his guiding 
hand; therefore I have found blessings in all 
these experiences.” 


A Staff to Be Proud Of 


Philippmes: In addition to all the regular 
work, the members of the Agency office force 
are practically all actively engaged in preaching 
and teaching the Word. The bookkeeper reg- 
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ularly teaches a Sunday-school class of blind 
boys, and has been the means of getting several 
copies of Scripture for the blind put to good 
use. The cashier is a supply preacher and goes 
wherever called upon to preach the Word. The 
stenographer regularly attends five meetings 
over the week-end, and has a regular Bible 
study class and preaches once and often twice 
in those meetings. More than twenty conven- 
tions and conferences in all parts of the islands 
have been attended by the Secretary or some 
of the staff. In these meetings the work of 
the Bible Society has been represented, and a 
display of Scriptures has called attention to the 
type of work done. 


If There Only Were More Funds! 


Brazil: The fact which has been brought to 
our attention with recurring emphasis through- 
out this year is the constantly increasing de- 
mand in our field for the Holy Scriptures. 
Our circulation would be trebled if we were in 
position to fill all calls. Among the chief rea- 
sons contributing to this enlarging demand are 
the growing evangelical church constituencies, 
country-wide campaigns for combating illiter- 
acy, and the popularizing of education, which 
is liberating individuals from the shackles of 
prejudice and superstition. The scope of the 
Society is therefore rapidly being expanded. 


There Is Romance Here 


The Levant Agency: A lonely swineherd in 
the fields, overjoyed to get the book he had 
always wanted to own, to read through the 
long days of isolation; a lieutenant on the 
border, with his men in their lonely mountain 
station, glad to buy a copy of Genesis and en- 
couraging all his men to buy; an old gypsy 
rejoiced to hear his own tongue on the market 
place as a colporteur reads aloud from the 
Gypsy Matthew, and promptly buying five 
copies to take home and urging the other 
gypsies in the market:to buy for themselves; a 
villager who used to read the Bible, but had 
not seen it in years, and who prayed that God 
would spare his life at least one year that he 
might at last read the Bible through! One in- 
cident is unusual enough to demand a full tell- 
ing. Colporteur Moutafoff was crossing a 
mountain ridge on his way to a village. A 
narrow path led to the top and seemed to dis- 
appear when he reached the top. Whilst look- 
ing for the path to descend, he was roughly 
ordered to stay where he was. Two persons 
were leveling their rifles at him. He handed 
them his satchel, in which they supposed he 
was carrying his money. Finding no money in 
it, they searched his person and took from him 
the 120 levs which represented his sales in the 
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village he had just left. Moutafoff invited 
them to have each a book as a present from 
him. Seeing that his wares were only the 
Bible, they took each his book, returned him his 
money, and bade him say nothing to anyone 
about them. A few months later the colpor- 
teur was again on tour in that region, and in 
one of the villages was going from house to 
house inviting the people to buy. As he en- 
tered one house, one of those two men of the 
mountain sprang up, embraced him, and con- 
fessed that he had gone astray; but, thanks to 
him, whom God had sent with his Word, he now 
had the most pre- 
cious possession of 
a new life. 


An Elect Lady 


Mexico: Miss R. 
has been blind since 
she was three years 
of age, on account 
of smallpox. She 
studied in the school 
for the blind in 
Mexico City, and 
began her work as 
Biblewoman for 
this Agency in 1901. 
Shé is the senior 
men ber of the 
Mexican group of 
colporteurs, and has 
a splendid knowl- 
edge of the Holy 
Scriptures. It has 
always been neces- 
sary that she have 
some one to lead 
her in her house- 
to-house Bible 
work. Her guides 
have been either a 
child or a young 
woman. Naturally, 
these guides have 
received her first attention in the work of 
evangelizing, and some of them who were 
children as guides are now married.  Re- 
cently, she was leaving the church one Sunday 
when a man came up and introduced himself 
to her as having been one of her first boy 
guides. He is married and is a member of the 
Methodist Church, having returned recently 
from several years’ residence in the United 
States; he counted it a great privilege to meet 
again the one who had first talked to him about 
Christ. All the friends of Sefiorita R. affec- 
tionally call her “Lupita,” and they always find 
her very happy and active in her Bible work. 


“AND SOME, EVANGELISTS; AND SOME, TEACHERS” 
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That Faithful Man of God: the Colporteur 

Brazil: Our colporteurs constitute an hon- 
orable company whose labors have been in- 
cessant throughout the year. They have car- 
ried the Word of life among the villages and 
rural districts of the coastal highlands and of 
the inland lowlands; among the seafaring men 
of the ports of Rio, Recife, and Santos; and 
into prisons and penitentiaries. Our competent 
part-time colporteur, Sr. Magalhaes, has been 
singularly blessed in his work. Once or twice 
each year during the past two years, he has 
undertaken colportage expeditions, of from two 
to three months’ 
duration, into the 
far interior, His 
method is excellent. 
Upon reaching a 
village, he gathers 
together as many 
as possible of the 
neighbors and tells 
them the story of 
the Book and how it 
can bless their lives. 
Then he distributes 
copies of the Scrip- 
tures, reads to- 
gether with the 
group, and organ- 
izes them into a 
Bible study class. 
After a few days’ 
instruction he pro- 
ceeds upon his 
journey, to do a 
similar work in an- 
other village. When 
at all possible he re- 
visits these groups 
for the purpose of 
consolidating his 
initial effort aid 
observing results. 
He reports that in- 
variably the Book 
has signally revealed its message of salvation 
to the humble but earnest seekers who live in 
these distant places. 

Sr. de Souza e Silva, one of our capable city 
colporteurs, has also had an interesting and 
fruitful year. His field is the metropolis of 
Sao Paulo with its million inhabitants. He 
finds the Bible Sunday posters, adapted by the 
Agency with Portuguese wording, a very use- 
ful means of gathering round him large groups. 
While he effectively addresses the throng, his 
son and one or two helpers distribute the 
Scriptures. He often addresses as many as 
two hundred people in this manner. 
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Secretary Porter Retires 


N January 1907, in co- cern for the distribution of the Scriptures, 
operation with the Bible especially among the underprivileged. 
Society of Virginia, then in During his service the Agency, and the some- 
its ninety-fifth year, there what smaller District which took its place last 
was organized by the year, has been instrumental in distributing 
American Bible Society its some 4,800,000 Bibles, Testaments, Gospels, 
South Atlantic Agency, and other Portions. 


covering the states of Vir- The Board of Managers at a recent meeting 
S ginia, West Virginia, North adopted the following minute: 
Mr. Porter and South Carolinas, Geor- Tuat the Board of Managers extend to the Rev- 


gia, and Florida. In Sep- erend Matthew B. Porter, as he retires from the Sec- 
tember of that year, the Reverend Matthew B. retaryship of the South Atlantic Agency, now the 


. i . South Atlantic District, their warm appreciation of 
Porter, of the Presbyterian Church in the his devoted service to the Society since 1907, and their 


United States, became its Secretary. Mr. recognition of his constant eagerness to bring the 


Porter is now retiring from active responsi- Scriptures to those who need their ministry. The 
bilit; fee : f aot t t Board wishes for Mr. and Mrs. Porter many years 
ilies alter a service Of more than twelly- of happy relaxation from heavy duties, and joy in the 
eight years marked by a warm and eager con- associations the fruitful years have brought. 


Blind Ty Happy 


By the Rev. R. R. Gregory, Secretary, Caribbean Agency 


NTIL three years ago Don Mantel Perez tized and received into the newly organized 
was a telegraph operator in Honduras. congregation at Yoro. Don Manuel now calls 
Smallpox struck his home, and he became to- for a hymn; he immediately knows the tune 
tally blind. Don Manuel and leads the congrega- 
was evangelized by a cer- %y hg tional singing. 
tain Pablo Cano at the Some years ago one of 
town of Yoro, as previ- the Agency’s colporteurs 
ously Don Pablo had been in Honduras ordereda 
evangelized by another Spanish Gospel for the 
brother telegraph operator. blind, as he had found a 
Although Don Manuel blind man who was anx- 
had heard the gospel, he ious to learn to read the 
did not take a stand until Bible; but when the Gos- 
smallpox overtook him. pel arrived, this blind man 
At that time he was living had disappeared and could 
with a woman who was not be found. Mr. Andrés 
not his wife; but, when taught Don Manuel the 
he became blind, he de- alphabet for the blind by 
cided to live alone, and his removable: pegs in a board, 
companion was glad, as and in this way the latter 
she did not wish to live learned to read the Braille 
with a blind man. system. It was then that 
In June 1934, when the the Gospel for the blind, 
Rev. Frederick Andrés, of which had been received a 
the Honduras Mission of few years before, was 
the Evangelical Synod of turned over to him. 
North America, opened up Manuel is cheerful 
the first mission center in — | through it all. One day 
Yoro, the backward prov- BLIND BUT HAPPY he said to the missionary 
ince that bears the same that he was glad he be- 
name, he found Pablo Cano’s home one of the came blind, that it was a blessing in disguise, 
most interested ones in the town. There he because otherwise he would have continued in 
learned that Don Pablo’s little girl read the his sin. A portion of the Bible has already 
Bible regularly to blind Don Manuel. The proved that “the entrance of thy words giveth 
next Easter both Manuel and Pablo’ were bap- light,” even to the physically blind. 
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Another New Testament on the Way 


y H, it will be a happy day when we have 

the New Testament complete in our 
own language!” So wrote recently one of the 
‘ Abanyore Christians of British East Africa, 
who has shared in the achievement of translat- 
ing the New Testament into the language of 
his people. 

The “happy day” will soon be at hand; for 
after many journeys back and forth between 
the American Bible Society office in New York 
and the missionary headquarters of the trans- 
lators not far from Lake Victoria, the manu- 
script of the Nyore New Testament is now in 
page proof form. Incidentally, the people are 
called Abanyore, where they live is referred to 
as Ebenyore, the language is spoken of as 
Olunyore, and the New Testament which soon 
will appear will be called the Nyore New Tes- 
tament. 

A considerable section of the Nyore New 
Testament had already been printed by the So- 
ciety; but, as certain portions were fairly old, 
numerous changes had to be made in the text. 
One of the missionary translators in her corre- 
spondence, referring to the large number of 
corrections which seemed necessary, wrote: 


The next time my native helper came I told him 
what you had written, and he appreciated so much 
your saying that the chief thing was to provide the 
Abanyore with the best possible text. It made him 
feel as though America was real, and had people with 
friendly hearts. When we prayed together that day 


before starting work, we praised God for your en- 
couraging words; for we have worried thatthe 
printers and proofreaders might not be able to make 
out what we meant by so many corrections. 


One of the faithful helpers who have shared 
steadily in the translation work became very 
much discouraged at one time and abandoned 
the project. However, in his Bible reading one 
day he read the words of Our Lord, “And then 
he shall reward every man according to his 
works.” This led him to think about what his 
work was, and he concluded that probably his 
work was in reality the work of translation 
which he had given up. He was led to resume 
his translation responsibilities, and the,recollec- 
tion of the passage quoted from St. Matthew 
helped him to persevere. 

That the Scriptures already have a place in 
the hearts of the earnest Christians of Eben- 
yore is well attested by the statement of one of 
them, who, in telling why he valued the Word 
of God, said, “Our fathers filled our minds 
with superstitious fears which we could not 
refute by ourselves; but now with the Word 
of God we can.” The two favorite texts of 
this convert to Christianity are Hebrews 7:25: 
“Wherefore he is able also to save them to the 
uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing 
he ever liveth to make intercession for them” ; 
and Galatians 6:9: “And let us not be weary 
in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, 
if we faint not.” 


The Bible and the Home 


By Louise McCoy North 


ey HE Influence of the English Bible upon 

the English Language and upon Eng- 
lish and American Ljiterature’—an essay re- 
cently issued in the commemoration of the first 
printed English Bible — presents an amazing 
array of evidence of the wide extent of the 
influence of the Word of God upon the words 
of men for the last four hundred years. It 
would be easy to prove that the home has been 
the chief center of that influence. 

One thinks at once of those two masters of 
English prose, Robert Louis Stevenson and 
John Ruskin. Who can forget Cummy, the 
nurse whom Stevenson called “the angel of my 
infant life,’ the devout and devoted Alison 
Cunningham? “Very early she instructed him 
in the Bible,” says his biographer, John 
Steuart, “reading aloud to him in particular 
the stories and battle pieces of the Old Testa- 
ment.” One valuable accomplishment Cummy 


had, she read with admirable feeling and ap- 
preciation; long afterward Stevenson called 
her reading “dramatic.” While he was ill, as 
he mostly was in the winter months, the de- 
voted Cummy whiled away the long hours of 
the sleepless night with select readings from 
the Bible. “The stories of Joseph and his 
brethren, of Saul and Jonathan and David, of 
Moses and Miriam, of numberless kings, war- 
riors, and battles, how many young, ardent 
imaginations have they not fascinated and 
fired! Little Lou, listening enthralled, forgot 
his cough, forgot his fever, forgot his restless- 
ness, and begged for more and ever more. 
Before he was able to read for himself, his 
nurse, it is believed, had read the greater part 
of the Bible to him three times.” His first 
essay authorship was at the age of six, when 
he wrote the History of Moses and the His- 
tory of Joseph. > ae 
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The mother of John Ruskin read to him and 
with him constantly, chapter after chapter, 
genealogical and all, and required of him the 
memorizing of large portions of it. Arthur 
Christopher Benson says: “Ruskin owed much 
to his inflexible Bible training. One whose 
memory was so retentive, and whose ear for 
the music of words was so sensitive, gained 
an incredible mastery of cadence and serious 
rhetoric from the restrained economy and the 
noble passion of Scriptural traditions. ‘To tell 


a story with austere simplicity and stately di- 
rectness; to be denunciatory without ever be- 
ing abusive; to be indignant without ever los- 


ing self-control; not to be ashamed of deep 
and grand emotion; never to deviate into com- 
monness or verbiage,—these were some of the 
things that Ruskin acquired from his Bible 
reading.” 

That the Bible cadences have inspired the 
music of the poets, there is abundant evidence, 
No lines of Burns are more familiar than those 
in which he paints the scene of his childhood: 


When the priestlike father reads the sacred page. 


Byron had a nurse who told him stories and 
drilled him in Bible knowledge. “Don’t forget 
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this,” he once wrote to his publisher, “that I 
am a great reader and admirer of those books, 
and had read them through and through before 
I was eight years old—that is to say, the Old 
Testament; for the New struck me as a task, 
but the other as a pleasure.” ‘To that pleasure 
he owned himself indebted for his directness 
and vividness of style; and “indeed, there has 
been no British writer during the last three 
hundred years who did or would not own a 
similar indebtedness.” 

3ut, it is the mission of the Bible not merely 
to stimulate noble literature, but to transform 
and inspire life. Within the two hundred 
years preceding our perplexing era, 
three streams of refreshing and recreat- 
ing power permeated the English nation 
and spread their benign influence across 
the seas:—the antislavery movement 
through Wilberforce, the reform and 
philanthropic enterprise of Lord Shaftes- 
bury, and the great impulse toward the 
life of the spirit which took its rise in 
the heart of John Wesley. To each of 
these men came in his childhood those 
spiritual impressions which only the 
Bible can give. The processes of re- 
ligious education developed by the wise 
mother of the Wesleys may well be held 
in remembrance. When each child 
reached the age of five, the first lesson 
in reading was given, in which the Book 
of Genesis was the primer. At evening 
“the oldest took the youngest that could 
speak, and the second the next, to whom 
they read the Psalms for the day and a 
chapter from the New Testament.” A 
similar plan was followed in the early 
morning, and then the little company 
trooped to breakfast. Mrs. Wesley 
every week had a special time “to dis- 
course with each child apart”—‘Thurs- 
day with Jacky,—for,” she said, “I do 
intend to be more particularly careful 
of the soul of this child.’”’ And the in- 
fluence of those hours remained with 
John Wesley in all his years. 

The Bible is a personal book; it not only 
has its message to the world, to the church, 
but to every person, and not least to the child. 
It is the birthright of the child to own a Bible, 
with his name upon it, always near at hand, 
to be cherished through the years. Many a lad 
has in his heart deep reverence for his mother’s 
worn Bible. Sir James Barrie writes of Mar- 
garet Ogilvy: “She begins the day by the fire- 
side with the New Testament in her hands— 
an old volume with its loose pages beautifully 
refixed, and its covering sewn and resewn by 
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her, so that you would say it can never fall to 
pieces. It is mine now; and to me the black 
threads with which she stitched it are as part 
of its contents. Other books she read in the 
ordinary manner; but this one, differently— 
her lips moving with each 
word as if she were read- 
ing aloud, and her face 
vety solemn.” 

How constantly the 
Bible places the home in 
the center of the picture 
of the ministry of Jesus. 
He took the little children 
into his arms; he was a 
loved guest of the house- 
hold at Bethany, mindful 
of its cumbering cares and 
turning its great sorrow 
into joy; he solved the 
difficulty of an  embar- 
tassed host at Cana; he 
“sat at meat” with one 
who made a feast in his 
honor; his parables illu- 
minated the scenes of 
homely life with divine 
truth; in the house of the 
tuler, he gave back the little daughter to her 
parents from the gates of death; in his dying 
hour, he provided a home for his sorrowing 
mother; above all, he taught men to find in 
God their Father,—‘‘my Father and your 
Father,” he said; and of those who shall 
do the Father’s will, he said, “the same is my 
brother and sister and mother.” He it is “of 
whom the whole family in heaven and earth 
is named.” 

The two devastating experiences of this 
mortal life are sin and suffering, and to each 
the Bible brings its restoring and healing in- 
fluence. How often when sin has broken up a 
home, scattered the children, and brought the 
father, down and out, to some rescue hall, the 
power of the Bible message “lifts the fallen,” 
reunites the family, and builds again the home, 
to be henceforth a place of joy and peace. 
When sorrow invades the life, what a bulwark 
are “the exceeding great and precious prom- 
ises”! In a Bible-loving home for many years 
bereavement followed bereavement; anxieties 
multiplied about health, finance, the future; 
but always the glowing words from the great 
twelfth chapter from Isaiah, the prophet 
of comfort, framed upon the wall of the 
mother’s room,—‘“I will trust and not be 
afraid,’—-gave steadiness, courage, hope and 
even joy. To the sons and daughters who 
went out into the world from that home 
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the Word of God has 
buckler.” 

A marvel of the Bible is its transforming 
power; it changes a house into a home, a 
dwelling into a shrine, where God’s presence 


been a “shield and 
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hallows the daily life. In non-Christian lands 
the ideal home does not exist; the languages 
have no word for it. “For three thousand 
years,” once said Ram Chandra Bose, “India 
has had households, not homes.” The trans- 
forming of these “citadels of heathenism’’ into 
Christian homes through the teachings of the 
Bible and the home life of the missionaries 
goes a long way toward the accomplishment 
of the salvation of the world. 

Here, in America, it was the pioneer mother 
who clasped her well-worn Bible in her arm 
as she traversed the perilous way to the new 
home on the frontier; it was the pioneer 
preacher whose saddlebags carried the Scrip- 
tures into many a wilderness cabin; and thus 
the Bible, which came across the sea from 
Christian England in pilgrim ships, became 
the foundation of the new nation’s life. If 
this foundation “‘standeth sure,” we need not 
fear for the future. It becomes, then, the de- 
mand of patriotism and, surely, of Christian 
consecration amid the perils of this later day, 
that those whose lives have been blessed and 
ennobled by “‘the ministry of the Word” should 
tirelessly and with enthusiasm seek the fulfill- 
ment of the supreme purpose of the Coverdale 
Commemoration,—“‘to bring into our national 
and personal living at this critical time the 
great, wholesome, moral, and spiritual influ- 
ence of the Bible.” 
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Do the Chinese Read the Bible ? 


By Rev. Carleton Lacy, Secretary, China Agency 


When told that more entire Bibles were put in circulation in China last year than 11 any year 
since the beginning of evangelical work among Chinese some persons may ask, “Yes, but are these 


Bibles read?” 


The Secretary of the China Agency’s affirmative answer found in this article is 


interesting reading. 


““TS it true that the Generalissimo, Chiang 

Kai-shek, reads his Bible every day?” 
Everywhere in China this question is asked me, 
and so I put it to Madame Chiang’s personal 
secretary. She has for many years been a mis- 
sionary, and is now assisting in directing the 
Woman’s Department of the New Life Move- 
ment. Her position makes her an intimate 
member of the family, and no one could give 
a better informed reply. 

“When they are together, General Chiang 
and the Madame make it their regular practice 
to read a portion of the Bible each morning. 
With her longer experience in the Christian 
life she is helping him to an intelligent appre- 
ciation of the Book and its message.” 

The story of how these leaders in national 
life opened all of the military hospitals to 
Christian workers for the distribution of Gos- 
pels and Testaments and the personal word of 
spiritual comfort has already been told. The 
results in changed lives are constantly cheering 
the distributors, who not infrequently meet 
with rebuke and taunts, but who more often 
find these hospital patients begging for the lit- 
tle books and happily reading them in the long 
hours of their convalescence. 

Not only generals and soldiers, but teachers 
and scholars and merchants are reading the 
Bible. At the entrance to the Poyang Lake is 
a picturesque town known as Hukow—‘‘Mouth 
of the Lake.” Travelers up the Yangtse River 
usually notice the fleet of river gunboats and 
torpedo craft that lie here at anchor; for it is 
a naval station. The company of Christian 
believers in that community is very small, and 
for a year or two they have had no pastor. But 
among them dwell three or four women, 
school-teachers and Biblewomen and earnest 
followers of the Lord. They, more than any 
others in this city, are keeping alive the Chris- 
tian witness. 

Recently, when asked to tell how they keep 
aflame their spiritual lives in the midst of gross 
wickedness, they replied: “For two years we 
have met each morning to read our Bibles to- 
gether, several chapters a day. In these two 
years we have read it through twice.” 

Once more they have just returned to Hukow 
without a pastor, but to resume this daily read- 
ing of the Bible that binds together and keeps 
alert this group of witness-bearers. 


A very different river port is Hankow. With 
the cities of Wuchang and Hanyang facing it 
on the opposing banks of the converging rivers, 
six hundred miles from the sea, the teaming 
metropolis has been called “the Chicago of 
China.” The large student population is a 
striking feature of this commercial center. 

Some weeks ago I attended in Hankow 
the second annual Bible-reading contest. Fif- 
teen or sixteen students had been selected from 
the schools of the Wuhan cities to take part. 
They came not from church schools alone, but 
from government and private institutions. 
Prizes were offered by the mayor of Hankow, 
the ministers of education for Hupeh and Hu- 
nan Provinces, and the president of Central 
China University. A representative group of 
judges from the university, the bar, and the 
church selected the winners. The Christians 
of Hankow, who are actively supporting Bible 
Society work (there are now more than seven 
hundred members of the local Bible Society 
group), believe that there is being planted in 
the hearts of their youth an interest in reading 
the Bible that will bear permanent fruit in 
character. 

Out of this same community came a mer- 
chant to dine with us a few nights ago. He is 
a dealer in wood oil, importing it in great quan- 
tities from the distant Szechwan Province. 
My introduction to the man had been anony- 
mously. A gift of $500 had come to a school 
over which I once presided, and tke donor 
wished his name withheld. But the principal 
had remarked that this money came from a 
merchant who was a diligent student of the | 
Bible in its original languages. With that I 
soon picked up the clue; for Hebrew scholars 
in the business world are rather conspicuous 
by their scarcity. 

“How do you find time,” I asked, “in the} 
midst of your strenuous commercial life, to 
keep up the reading of Greek and Hebrew?” 

His reply was as simple and straightforward 
as the man himself. “I go to the office each 
morning at seven o’clock. First, there are tele- 
grams to read and dispatches to send. When 
these have been attended to, I take up the He-. 
brew Bible which always lies on my desk. 
There may be an hour before callers and other’ 
duties interrupt my reading. But it is there: 
beside me, and whenever a pause in business: 
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affords an opportunity I take it up; so that 
frequently during the day I can read five chap- 

ters. With the Greek I am less familiar.” 

One has no fears for the future place of the 
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Bible in China, nor for the vitality of the 
Christian Church, when experiences and inter- 
views like these crowd into the record of a 
single month. 


Jottings about the Colporteur 


By Lewis Birge Chamberlain 


A recent visitor to the Bible House, unfamiliar with the activities of the Society, asked “What is 
a colporteur and what does he do?” These brief sketches compiled by Dr. Chamberlain just before 
his retirement tell something of the zeal, devotion, and other noble traits possessed by the colporteur. 


N the city of Rochester, N. Y., lives the Rev. 

D. H. Findlay. Twenty-two years ago he 
went there as a colporteur of the American 
Bible Society, and, unlike many, has not moved 
about, but has made that his center all these 
years. He holds that the Society does its full 

| share in publishing and supplying the Scrip- 
tures at its moderate prices, and so has made it 
his rule to return to the Society the cost price 
of the volumes he circulates. But he donates 
volumes to any worthy, but too poor to buy, al- 

| ways interesting some one else in meeting the 


cost or doing it himself. And yet, with this 


_ self-imposed extra limit, he has distributed his’ 


_ million. He, too, seeks and serves those in all 
| conditions, 
' especially those 
in poverty, in 
prisons, in hos- 
pitals, and other 
institutions. 
Long-lived 
are these hard- 
/working col- 
porteurs. At 
ithe time, the 
' Recorp told of 
the death of 
|W. A. Young 
at the age of 
| seventy-five, 
after fifty-five 
| years of serv- 
ice as a colpor- | 
fteur. Beginning Tiamat Mh 9 ati 
while a student “THE PALM . 
im college in 
Tennessee, working thereafter among the col- 
ored people of the Mississippi Delta, then among 
the Indians of the Indian Territory; then, in 
turn, in Texas, Missouri, Arkansas, Illinois, 
Kentucky, Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi, and 
back in Tennessee where his life work ended, 
-he had circulated well over 900,000 vol- 
-umes. Thousands and thousands of Bibleless 
homes received the Word of life from his 
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hands, and thousands and thousands of Bible- 
less hearts received a life message from his 
heart. 

Down in Texas, “Hess the Bibleman’’ built 
himself a Bible car, which not only took him 
over wide stretches to lonely homes and com- 
munities, but also was his home, a bookstore, 
and a museum. His Bible stock was carried in 
shelves that formed the walls of his house, the 
outer sides lifting to show his stock of Scrip- 
tures, while they afforded shelter from the tor- 
rid rays of the sun, or from the troublesome 
droppings of the rain. His museum accom- 


plished his purpose of attracting people to come 
and see. 


To visit unreached regions and un- 
reached people 
was his delight. 
For example, 
he stimulated 
thei sunday 
schools in El 
Paso, in a one- 
day campaign 
to distribute 
10,000 Spanish 
Gospels to 10,- 
000 Mexican 
children, He 
literally gave 
himself; for a 
stroke left him 
speechless and 
paralyzed, wait- 
ing patiently 
for the coming 
of his Lord. 
Turn north- 
ward. Out in the Western country a colpor- 
teur has traveled nearly twenty-eight years 
over the far reaches of that sparsely settled 
region. For sixteen years his companion was 
a faithful old Ford. Conservatively estimated, 
it has taken him over 150,000 miles as he regu- 
larly visited the homes and towns in a territory 
totaling 36,234 square miles. Incidentally, this 
worker, Mr. Jensen, a Dane, had a working 
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knowledge of more than a dozen languages, all 
of which he used in the service of his Lord and 
to the welfare of those he visited. 

Sail across the Pacific. Every Foreign 
Agency also has consecrated colporteurs build- 
ing the Kingdom. In Japan a loyal, evangelis- 
tically minded group of colporteurs averaged 
over 50,000 copies of the Scriptures circulated 
in one year. And who led in results? The 
palm for selling the largest number—a total of 
63,754 copies—went to a woman—Mrs. Suzuki. 
Nor was hers a one-year record only. Tact- 
ful, enthusiastic, and peculiarly brave in taking 
the Word to the people, she was diligent and 
successful alike in crowded city streets, in in- 
dustrial plants, among the dwellers on boats, 
in city parks, and wherever she could find them. 

Take a long, quick step to South America. 


Many Institut 
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Here, in the Upper Andes, is another illustra- 
tion. Sr, Sabha, Arab in race, born in Bethle- 
hem, is a vigorous and valued colporteur in 
Bolivia, winning “good sales and a kindly hear- 
ing” where he had once been stoned for circu- 
lating Scriptures; elsewhere set upon by fa- 
natics, by tact and patience winning out there 
as in other places of the large region he covers. 

But all are not strangers to the people among 
whom they work, though they were once 
strangers to the household of faith. Colporteur 
Teofilo Castro had made a sorry wreck of his 
youth. Caught by a statement that Christ Jesus 
is the friend of sinners, his life was changed. 
He became a colporteur and is rendering valiant 
service in the very regions where he had sown 
seeds of evil, although it has involved him in 
danger and persecution, as these pages have told. 


ions Are Aided 


By Charles W. Fowle 


The constant succession of requests for grants or partial grants of Scriptures never ceases to 


impress the-Society’s officers. 


Mr. Fowle’s article indicates how varied are the institutions which 


are helped, and describes in detail one particular mstance. 


HE Society is constantly receiving re- 

quests for grants of Scriptures for many 
types of institutions, and tries always to meet 
these needs as generously as its resources per- 
mit. An exhaustive list might prove to be ex- 
hausting as well; but our readers should know 
that every year 
such grants are 
being made, not 
only to unfor- 
tunates in pris- 
ons, peniten- 
tiaries, and re- 
form schools, 
and to the aged 
or infirm in 
veterans’ hos- 
pitals, soldiers’ 
homes, sea- 
men’s homes, 
civilian hospi- 
tals and sani- 
tariums, and 
homes: for de- 
linquents and 
incurables, but 
also to many other institutions where adults 
or children are assembled away from home 
and loved ones, and needing the Word of 
God to help them live aright. Among such 
institutions these might be mentioned: U. S. 
Army and Navy posts and vessels, marine bar- 
racks, and the training schools or stations and 


c.c.Cc, CAMPS CONTINUE TO RECEIVE TESTAMENTS 


hospitals for these defense forces of our coun- 
try; schools for American Indian children; 
orphanages, rescue missions, and daily vacation: 
Bible schools in underprivileged sections of th 
land or in some of its teeming cities; city mis 
sions, home mission churches and chure 
SENOS, aw 
other hom 
mission institu 
tions; youn & 
people’s socie- 
ties when en 
gaged in active 
mission work! 
and variou 
especially needy 
foreign-lan4 
guage groups) 
It is hear® 
warming ‘4 
realize the goo 
done by the 
volumes thus 
discriminating: 
ly placed im 
hands which 
otherwise might not receive the Bible Story 
The Society is nobly aided in this work by chap; 
lains, pastors, Sunday-school missionaries, ane 
many others often unknown to us individually 
all of whom devotedly reach out to help thos) 
about them. 
Earlier issues of the Recorp have told sew 
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eral times of the Testaments distributed among 
the men and boys in the C.C.C. camps through- 
out the country. The number provided free 
has now passed the 135,000 mark, and addi- 
tional quantities go out every week to chap- 
lains who find the need for them 
among their camps, and ask us for a 
shipment for the men they are serv- 
ing. Evidence has accumulated im- 
pressively as to the value of this Tes- 
tament distribution and the good 
being done in the lives of thousands 
of the enrollees through these pocket 
Testaments. A typical group of the 
-C.C.C. men is shown on the preced- 
ing page. This good work would 
necessarily have been less far-reach- 
ing but for the splendid cooperation 
of the regular and reserve Army 
‘chaplains and of the Chief of Chap- 
lains in Washington. 

An idea of how the Society tries 
to meet the many requests which 
come to it can be gotten from the 
story about Castle Point, New York, 
where there is a U. S. Government hospital 
housing several hundred patients now fighting 
tuberculosis. Last September a letter was re- 
ceived from the friend of one of the men at 
this hospital, saying “several hundred Protes- 
tant ex-soldiers there have no church or any 
form of worship,” and adding that some two 
hundred of these men had banded together to 
try to have a regular Sunday service, with a 
sermon by some visiting clergyman from a 
nearby community, agreeing to support these 
services faithfully through attendance and con- 
tributions. They needed hymnals, which an 
‘understanding woman was providing in mem- 
ory of her own boy; but what could they do 
about Bibles? And could the American Bible 
Society help? Promptly the answer went back 
that, while we could not furnish 200 entire 
Bibles, we were at once shipping 200 pocket 
Testaments, to be on hand in time for the first 
‘of these new Sunday services. Let us quote 
from the letter reporting this first service: 


Close to two hundred gathered a full half-hour be- 
fore the service Sunday morning in the Legion Room 
of Castle Point Hospital. A number of the boys were 
dressed, but only to attend church and return to bed. 
A goodly number came in pajamas and robes, and two 
very sick boys helped to carry almost their paralyzed 
buddy. The minister at this opening service gave a 
short sermon on “prayer, and our need of closer fel- 
lowship with God.’ The singing was grand,—the 
boys seemed to forget their TB lungs and enjoyed 
having a part in the service. Every boy was given 
his Testament, and was so grateful and promised to 
bring it to each service. That which impressed me 
very much was their asking for a Testament for one 
buddy not allowed to leave his bed. There was no 
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shame,—there was pride,—they are eager to learn, 
they are lonely, and they listen in a hungry fashion. 

There are several floors of seriously sick soldiers ; 
so after church a few of us visited at these bedsides 
and tried to bring them some of the happiness we had 
On Saturday night, I walked over to the 


downstairs. 


recreation hall and was surprised to see a group of 
the boys rehearsing the hymns, so they would be able 
to sing well on Sunday. It is strange, but the first 
Testament was given to an atheist. Dues of twenty- 
five cents per man are to be used to help those in need, 
and to build their own chapel on the grounds, some- 
time—when funds make it possible. 

You have done a grand deed for God, and for 
Uncle Sam’s forgotten soldiers, and I know God will 
bless you. 


It may be that the faith which impelled these 
stricken men to secure the religious services 
for which they yearned will some day be re- 
warded by their having a suitable chapel at 
Castle Point. The Legion Hall, where these 
men are now meeting every Sunday, is on the 
lower floor of the building shown above. 


Mr. Betts Succeeds Mr. Beach 


On the first of February, Mr. Carroll E. 
Beach resigned from the Department of An- 
nuities and Individual Gifts, after fifteen years 
of capable and effective service, to accept a re- 
sponsible position with Charles and Company, 
of New York City. 

The Board of Managers has appointed Mr. 
Rome A. Betts, of Summit, New Jersey, as 
Mr. Beach’s successor. Mr. Betts, with a bach- 
elor of arts degree from Amherst College, and 
a master of arts from Columbia, has been en- 
gaged for the past several years in educational 
work, and comes highly recommended for his 
new duties, which he assumed on March 1. 
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Notes and Comments 


N May the Pacific District will have com- 
I pleted thirteen years of continuously broad- 
casting daily week-day Scripture readings, a 
service which seems to be greatly appreciated 
by thousands of friends of the American Bible 
Society. 


From the book “And Gladly Teach,” remi- 
niscences by Bliss Perry, published in 1935, the 
following interesting extract is taken: 


Grandfather (Dr. James Findley of Williamstown) 
had an uncanny skill in raising and grafting fruit; 
but otherwise he had no scientific interests, and he 
never read anything except the Bible, the Missionary 
Herald, the New York Observer, and the weekly 
Springfield Republican. He was an eloquent and end- 
less talker. The happiest summer of his life had been 
spent as a colporteur for the Bible Society, riding 
with religious books in his saddlebags up and down 
Vermont, addressing churches on Sundays and leading 
morning prayers at the farmhouses where he was en- 


tertained. 
e e 


APPEALING for additional copies of the New 
Testament and Gospels, Chaplain Harry H. 
Gregory, District “I” C.C.C., Division Num- 
ber 1, Fort Moultrie, South Carolina, recently 
wrote: 


We now have eleven companies to minister to. 
There are over 2,000 men in them. We are having 
constant requests for New Testaments. Our supply 
has been exhausted for some time. Nine of these 
companies are new companies. Will you be so kind 
again as to supply us with just as many New Testa- 
ments and Gospels as you can afford to let one man 
have. 

These are given away in this manner: I let it be 
known that I have some for free distribution to the 
men, but I never have them with me at the service. 
They are out in my car, and the men are told that at 
some certain time I will be at my car and will give 
these books to those who will agree to read them. I 
give them to the sick in the hospitals also. A good 
many of the men use them. I see them as I go 
through the barracks. Recently, I gave a World War 
veteran a copy of the New Testament when he came 
and requested it. He showed me one that was worn 
to pieces. It was one of yours that had been given to 
him during the war, and he had carried it regularly 
since having carried it into battle with him. The man 
seemed to be a devout Christian. He assured me he 
was going to lay away the old and use the new daily 
now. 

I will use the Testaments as wisely as possible. 


RENEWED interest in Bible reading is evi- 
denced in this excerpt from a recent issue of 
the Christian Advocate, Central edition: 


Since hearing a special Bible sermon on Bible and 
anniversary Sunday last year, ten women of the 
Turon (Kan.) Church have started to read the entire 
Bible, to complete the reading within a year. Seven 
members at Turon read the Bible last year, and some 
have read it as many as five times. 
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BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD 


EDITORS cece ene eee re The Secretaries 


New York, Aprit 1936 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


INSTITUTED 1816 
Bible House, Astor Place, New York 


MARCH MEETING OF THE BOARD 


HE eleventh stated meeting of the Board 

of Managers of the American Bible So- 
ciety in its one hundred and twentieth year was 
held at the Bible House, at 3:30 p.m., on 
Thursday, March 5, 1936. President John T. 
Manson was in the chair. 

Devotional exercises were conducted by the 
Reverend Dr. Thos. H. Mackenzie. | 

The minutes of the tenth stated meeting of 
the Board were approved. 

The minutes of the standing committees 
were presented and were approved, their rec- 
ommendations being adopted. ) 

The following memorial minute was adopted 
by a rising vote: | 

The Reverend George H. Spencer, D.D. 


The Board of Managers of the American Bible So-4 
ciety has learned with deep regret of the passing o 
the Reverend George H. Spencer, D.D., secretary o 
the Massachusetts Bible Society, a valued leader : 
the work of the Bible Societies in the United States 
Faithful and eager for advance, keen and discriminat 
ing in counsel, eminent in the guidance of the affairs 
of his church and his society, by his direct and aa 
Christian character, he witnessed well to the powei 
of the gospel of our Lord. j 

A grant of 500 Gilbertese Bibles to the Lon! 
don Missionary Society in the Gilbert Islands 
was made on the sale and distribution plan. | 

Secretary Brown reported that gifts from 
living donors for 1935 totaled $188,719 aj 
compared with $191,539 for the year 1934, 1 
decrease of $2,820; and that annuity agree; 
ments totaled $640,459 in 1935 as compare 
with $488,888 the previous year. | 

| 


’ 
’ 


Copies of the new revised edition of th 
leaflet “A Gift That Lives” were distributed 

The Reverend I. Stuart McElroy, of Ruth 
erfordton, North Carolina, was appointed Sec 
retary of the South Atlantic District, the ap 
pointment to take effect as soon as practicable 

A detailed summary of distribution in thi 
United States during the year 1935 was pre 
sented, showing a total of 182,893 Bibles 
284,582 Testaments, 2,484,301 Portions, a 
2,951,776 volumes. 

The resignation of the Reverend Dr. Howar 
C. Robbins as a ministerial member of th 
Board was accepted with deep regret. 

The meeting was adjourned. 
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THIS EASTER 


Plan for New Bibles for Your 
Church and Sunday School 


Boldface Type « « 


Aids to Pronunciation « « Cloth Binding 


INEXPENSIVE BOOKS THAT ARE WELL MADE 


n@s—s See special offer on carton lots 


NEW BREVIER BIBLE . . P53 


6x 8% inches 


CENTS EACH 
FREE FREIGHT 


Type Specimen 
Of fasting. Of the sabbath. The twelve ord 
Phar’i-sées used to fast: and they come on 
and say unto o the disciples the 
of John and of the Phar’ -sées fast, but un 
thy disciples fast not? An 


. On cartons containing 30 copies. Order 
as many cartons as you need. 


NEW MINION BIBLE. . P43 


43% x 6% inches 


CENTS EACH 
FREE FREIGHT 


Type Specimen 


The kings of Edom. Joseph's two dreams 


21 And Di’shén, and E’zér, and Di the See 
shan: these are the dukes of the Ho* Méz’a- 

as the children of Sé'ir in the land of 40 eer Fine 

dukes that cann 

22. ‘And the children of Lé’tin were their families, 


on cartons containing 72 copies. Order 


as many cartons as you need. 


ka@s> ~=Can be had in black, blue, or red cloth . 


State preference 


Better bindings are available at reasonable prices . 
Orders, with cash, should be sent to the nearest Depository 


BIBLES, TESTAMENTS, AND PORTIONS IN ENGLISH 
AND MANY OTHER LANGUAGES 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


Depositories 


Bible House 
85 Walton Street 
35 E. Wacker Drive 


New York City 
Atlanta, Georgia . 
Chicago, Illinois . 


Dallas, Texas 1814 Main Street 
Denver, Colorado . 1108 Fifteenth Street 
San Francisco, Calif. . 224 McAllister St. 
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